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FEW EARLY MARRIAGES; EACH YEAR SHOWS AGE JUMP

Average tor Men Exceeds 30 in 1921
Women Is Nearly 26, as Against

and Was 27 1-5 Thirteen Years Ago, While That for
22 4-5---Even Slacker Weddings Failed to Lower the
Figures---Increasing Independence of Women Cited as One Cause, Inability of Young

Men to Earn Enough Another---Unemployment Fails to Check Number

‘By MARTHA COMAN.

- H AYerng :
I with the b

throws in his lot
edicts poonn alter he has

urned 20, The average woman os

pingtarbood 'o-day at the age of
AT 24 In othes wide, newly wodded
. © . g an they used
TS . t vm and aomen stand
itive of the chusch or
and promise te take each
worse” and abide b
w2 has ndvanced,
iMcinl figureas that go back to the time
n the efty started keop A& record of

Mo En of otery man and avery womay

yving for a marriage license show that

mit of voh lorhood  and maldenhood
advanced by regular steps

To ascertain 1the average age at which a

nan and woman marry, official statistics

not previding this information, the records

the Marringe License Bureatn, the first

date of which = January, 1568, were care-

fully examined. The ages of 300 men and

the 300 women to whom they wepre jJoined
v matrimony were taken, and [rom these
figures an average was struck. This aver

e, representing the marrving age thirteen

yvears ago, s 27 1-5 years for the men and
=2 4-4 for the Woilen

Figures taken from the official records
for January, 1011 ten years ago, show a

cided advance In the ave As In the
fltwl instaper, the age=s of 300 men and the
ages ol the women to whom they were mar
ricdl were nsed In arviving at the averags
which i® 28% for men and 24 1-3 for womes

Average Age Continues to Advance
Even in Period of Military Drafr

Betwoeon 1911 and the present vear came
the draft, which gave an added incentive
to marrying. The Agures from the ofMicial
books for the two most important perlods

of the dreaft, Auvgust, 1917, when the frs
Governmental selection of men to bear arms
in the world war was made, and in January
19418, when the second call came, are inler

esting. They do not reduce the
one might expoct from th
boys of nineteen, twenty
who married in those
trary, they show

average. as
great number of
and (wenty-ons
periods
that the age of bachelor
hood and spinsterhood continued Lo advance
though it slowed litle, The
numbor of voung girls and young men mar-
rying then was offset, g0 {ar as the average

Om the con

down ever =o

s concerned, by an unusoal group of appli
cants in the fifties or the sixties

There 2 no accounting for this v
he City Clerk himself had no explanation
although he finally suggested that a man
past sixty married a woman near his own
age—and sometimes she Was g yeur or two

older —to provide for her future in case any-
thing =erfous happened to this country dur
ing the war

The ncotunl average s 28 vears Tor the
man and 24 3-10 for the woman who married
in August, 1617, and 28 456 for the man and
25% for the woman whe married in January
19R

Average Age in Present Year Is
30 1-3 for Men and 25 3-4 for Women

The nvernge nge of 300 men who were
married in January, 1921, i= 30 1-3 years aml
of the women they married is 26%.

Hinee 1908, the year for which first officia
figures were obtalnable, to 1921 the average
marrying age has advanced for the man
from 27 to 301-3 and for the woman
from 22 4-5 to 25%.

In thirteon years the marrving age for
men' bas advanced 3 2-15 wears and for
women 2 #5100 vears. Tn ten years it |
156 wyears for men and 1 056-

advunoesd
veuars for women

There were 78,640 marringe liconses issoed
in the fiye boroughs Iast year., Of these
12,324 were (ssued in Manhattan, The num-
her in Brookivn was about half this. The
number of matrimonial knots tied by the
City Clerk In 1420 was 21,902 for the five
bvoroughs, Manhattan Borough's clerk per-
formed 15,436 of these clvil ceremonies,

Chief Clerk Fdward W. Hart of the Mar-
ringe License Bureau sald that the average

number of marriage licenses  jssued  in
January last vear, which hroke the record
cxcept during the draft, was almost 400 o
day. The general average for a busy day
s 2060

In one day's pecovds examined thers wer
156 bridegrooms under 30 and fAfiy-elght
oy 30, One hundred and twenty-thre

rifer were under 28 and ninety-one
5 or over.

Or and bridegrooms that applied for
leenses in August, 1015, during the sacond
draft. 216 were 30 or under, and of thaeir 300
trides 233 were 26 or ander. Thirty-one
of the bridegrooms wero from 18 to 21 and
seventy-one of the brides were under 20,
Compara this numboer of early marriages
with those of ten vears before the draft. As
nEninet the seventy-one brides of 20 or
‘mutt'r in 1818 there were clghty-six of the
same age in 1908, Also in this lst ther:
wus one bride of 18, there were three of 17
und five of 18 years of age. There were
twernity bridegrooms from 19 to 21 years of
age in 1008,

During the draft there wore seven hride-
grooma over Oh, one of them 64, and ther:
wis ono hride of 60, while therea wers two of
43 years of nge and two othors in the fifties

If the avernge age of the bridegroom has
advanced by three and two-fifteenths years
i of the Lrlde by nearly three years in the
et thirteen years, how Iy this to he as
votinted for? The advance anm the records
how, has bem,; steady. It ha= not jumped
higher seme years and then fallen below in
other years. Ome must belisve [rom thess
figures that men and women are postponing
marringe more and more. What {8 the ex-
planntion?

Representative poreoma were asked to ox-
press thele views on an Indisputable fact as
presented by the afMicial figures. Michael J,
Cruise, acting City Clerit and First Deputy,
who may ba considersd at present the great-
cat marrying person In the country, eon-
fopaed that he conld not account for the
delny in approaching the matrimonial altar.
Mpe. Cviise paused {or hr*w‘h during one of
I QTR Micing fu};' and glanved ovet

wWer:

Magistrate Jean Norris, who be-
lieves the increasing independence of
women is raising the marriage age.

#vorn SOy MEPSTONE WITW. €6,
i Latle of
Cily's revords

“From my oliservation of the couples who
come here married.” sald he, “1 shoold
say that the majority of the men are abowt
<1 and about 35 and the girls abour 20 and
30.” commented the Firmt Deputy City Clerk.
‘There seem to e fewer men between those
s getting marcied these days Maybe
they want to see a little bit of life before
they tie up

“The mirls are very young
15 4 whele. We have any
18 1% and 20, But then
ber th

averages prepared

from tha

taking them

number of them
Yo must remem-
a woman sometimes cheats o Hitle
about *age. 1 don't want to flatter my
self. but I feel that I am pretty good at
FUrssing ages.

“Yesterday we had a "girl’ of 66 wha mar-
¢ind & man of 65. That's unusual, of cours:
and I can see how such ares would run the
Yernge up a good denl But if you were
here a few days you would think that ever
“» many more givis of 19 or 20 were marry-
ing young men of 24 or 25 than of any
other age. We do have numbers of men of
b turrying women of 30 or over,"”

The acting City Clerk sald that he did not
think unemployment bad anyihing to do
with not marrving. bocause this year, in
which thousands of men and women have
been out of work, has startéd off as a ban-
ner marrylng year

Before hastenlng
wialting brides and
Deputy gnve soms

back o a room full of
bridegrooms the First
interesting fMgures from
his depurtment. It takes about two min-
ntes to perform the service In the Httle
chapel on the floor above the Marringe 1.4-
cense Burcaw. About one-third of the mor-
ringes for whivh applicatdons for cortifiontes
are made nre performed in the city’s chapel

IFridays and the thirteenth of the month
are comparatively dull days for this cerc-

mony. A big day brings seventy couples to
the altar and the average day about fifty,
Sometimes, when there = 0 specially large

crowid of Tirfeles

morning

anxious bridegrooms sl
walting In the anterosmm and the
hus been w streawin on Mr, Cruise’'s volee, he
sends an 8§ O 8 o the Brooklyn Deputy
or the Richmond Borough Ieputy and glves
his vocal cords a little rest while one of
these muarrying nelghbors conducts the sol-
rmn rites

Each Day Has Its Own

Classification of Couples

On Mondays from 25 to 30 per
the applicants [or from out of
town, many of thom coming from Pennsyl-
vanis, Mr. Cruise said. He his trav-
ellers’ day. Tuesdny the New York men and
women predominate, and Wodnesday s the
favorite day for young couples. Thursdny is
Ttnly's day at the hridal altar, and Friday
which Is considered unlucky by white hrides
in, strangely enough. not looked upon with

vent, of

loenses are

ounlls it

superstition by the negroes, whe come 1o
have the knot tied by the city official. Sat
urday, which is a half day in this chapel, s
unusunlly bugy Mr. Crulse calln It a cos

mopolitan day, as it
cinl characieristie

All kinds andl o0
tificates and then o up
neting City Clerk presides, to get the care
mony over civilly, and afterward perhaps
have the marriage performed by a priest o
pa=xtor

Magistrate Jean Norris, who = aAlternating
tetween the Women's Coum in Jefferson
Market and the Domestic Helntions Court
in West Fifty-seventh street, advanced the
opinlon that men and women wera marrying
at an oMer age mnow becauss women have
tecome economically independent

Sees No Necessity These Days
For Marrying to Get a Home

seoma o have nho spw
s o nationality
thons wpmy for

wiairs, where the

oy

I have not given the subject any carefu
houg ht sald Mias Norrie, who wis seor
after oourt had adjourned. Fhe sl wore
her Judicial gown and was seated In the

Judge's private ofMice adjoining the Woman
Court ap staire  “It is no longer mportant
or aven necessary for women to marry for
A home. TIractically every woman can bo
self-supporting these days. Many who are
the daughters of woalthy paronts earp their
living, This has made a tremendouns Aiffer-
enee to women., 1 should pay that the
avernge age at which men and women marry
has advanced in a ratlo with the Inereasing
number of women who have become eco-
nomically independent.

“This cconomie Independence of women
reacts on the men. They delay marrying
LI E they cannet get the women they
an carlier uge or because they 10}
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CHART SHOWING INCREASE IN MARRYING AGES.

to see life before settling down. This ar-
rangement keeps the relative age about the
same, | should say. Women who walt until
they are 25 to marry naturally macsry men
-nmparativoly near their own age. As it

haypens, this age is about 30,
the figures.

“Since | have been at the Domestic Rela-
tions Court | have seen the greatest display
of bitterness, particularly by the vounger

according 1o

married couples. Many of those who appear
in court are girls and boys who married
during the war. The wife often appeals to
the court to compel the husband to provide
for her, and usually there is at least one
child, sometimes there are two poor little
ereatures, uncared for and half starved.”

Maogistrate Norris said that these cases
hadl considerably increased since the recent
luck of employment, and that to help the
priactically destitute women various organi-
satlons had arringed to supply necessary
clothing. This i= particularly important to
the young girle about to become mothers
and whose husbands have neither money nor
johs or have deserted their wives, One Cath-
olle organization §s providing complete and
wttractlve colothing for the expected infant,
And the mothers are often outfitted with
necessury wearing apparel.

The Domestie Relatlons Court is the other
side of the picture you see at the Marriage
License Bureau and the office of the City
Clerk, who married thousands during the
draft. Magistrate Norris'has an opportunity
to see how some of those hasty marriages
which were not dissolved by death are turn-
ing out. She shook her head despairingly
when she talked of {t and wondered if the
bitterness that has grown up in the relations
between such wives and husbands has not
hnd something to do with causing others to
defor marviage. Who knows? It may he an
clement entering into the undeniable fact,

Lack of Job Causing Many
Postponements of Weddings

No one is better gualified to speak about
the unemployment situation to-day, particu-
larly among the men who wore this coun-
try's uniform .in the recent war, than the
person who presides over the Ex-Service
Men's  Employment Durean, Inc, at 505
Fifth avenue, Harry D, Jacobs, himself an
overseas man, who was vice-chairman of
the recent all-American mass meeting ot
Madison Sguoare Garden, sees abour thirty
Jjobless men a day. He stated that unem-
ployment, which has become a gerious proh-
lem here, undoubledly is a factor in caus-
ing men to delay marrying.

“Why, there is some young fellow

here

t every day looking for a job who
[ . ne that he 'has had to postpone his
weuaing until he gets work,” sald Mr.
Jacebs, “One this morning, a man who
had been overseas—I think he couldn't
have been more than- twenty-five—told me
that he had intended to get married next
week but that it was ‘all off' mow. That
man will get a job, but it will take him
some dme to save up his money for the
wedding, and in the meantimae the girl may
not want to wait for him and will marry
some one clse.

“Tt i= heartbreaking to see such nnmhers
of men who were In the service now looking
for work. We have them from colonels down
to privates, Last week we placed a Colonel
who was overseas In a good job and we
have found openings for majore"

The Ex-Service Men's Employment Bu-
reau, Inc,, makes no charge either to the
applicant for the job or to the person or
firm deslring an employee. Its offices are
donated by a friend and even the telephone
service is paid for by contributions, The
organization {s supported entirely by wvelun-
tary offering# It has the indorsement of
the American Legion and other ex-service
men's organizations, yet It is not directed in
the slightest geay by any of these.

The type of man who goes there looking
for a job is far above the average. Many
of them wore their service raincoats, and
all looked neat and elean, Thelr average
age is about 28, Mr. Jacohs sald, and many
are married. Some of these married men
are actually destitute. They e in imme-
diate need of clothing, food or medical at-
tention for themselves or their families, and
some interested and kindly friend of the
bureau takes it upon herself or himself to
see that enough is supplied to tide over the
Individual or the family.

“If economic conditions do not improve
we'll have the marrying age moving fur-
ther and fucther along,” remarked Mr.
Jucobs, “Secing these needy married men
In here would discourage any single man
from taking a wife until he has something
ohead and a job that he thinks is sure.
Lack of jobs is certainly a bar to marriage.
You can quote me ag saying that it's the
Irig;__- S0 One juat now."

Chasing Rum-Runners'Along the Canadian Border

Continued [vom Preceding Page.

slowly It began turning over. Our cuir Jdid
not respoidd to the brakes, as the outlyw’s
Brdd, and we ramwmed the already cupsizing
prize.  The hootlegger jumped for it ok
to the wihddle of the rvoad amd stuck his
Ianids in the alr,

There was a crash and a grinding, A
Ju.umlills l'|l1 aroma pervaded the atmosphere,

“Well,! " sollloquized the Sherifl as he snr-
verel the bootlegzer, “all it cost you was a
S000 car sl Tnll_\ cases of hooteh, which
must have stood you $1,000 in Canada
I'retty soft for you, kid.”

“I shonld worry.” returned the outlaw.
“howasn't my car and not my  sixteen
Idred.  The guy puttin® up for that cargoe
aln’t broke yer. What sre you goin’ 1o do
with me?”

“Oh, youw'll get a bearing before the Cow
inissioper,” interrupted the customs man.
“That means £1,000 bond, and you'll be
fined a conple of bundred In court later on.”

“We'll ake a nlght of It by lookin® over
Oscar Brown's pluce at Owl's Head,” sug-
gested the other customs man,

So back to Malone and on for six miles
to Owl's Hend, 1t was breaking day nmd
thers was activity aroumd Oscar's house,
We tried the bara first,

“What ('ye want? shrilled an o chap,
who was raking straw with a pitchfork,

“"Where's Oscar?”

“Bed, 1 expect.
bow 7

ot any booze around, Pap?”

“Booge?! My, my, no indeed.
Roller.”

“A what ¥ demanded the customs man,

“Holy Roller. Holy Roller. We don't
ciare nothing about booze. Can't feed cows
booze and git milk.”

Searching Oscar’s Barn
Proves a Fruitful Task
We idng Osear out of bed and with him
senrchend the barn,  Pretty soon we discov-

What d'ye want, any-

I'm a Holy

erml  twelve eases of suspiclous looking
=tufl labelled rye whiskey., And later on we
came upon a trupk o which there were

Iwelve bottles of good Dewar's Scoteh,
“Why didn’t you tell us it was here?" de-

manded the customs mian of the old Holy
Lioller
“Nobody ever told me nothin® 1 dildn't

have to work to git,” was the sage reply.
“Where did you get this good Scoteh?”
The putriarch cocked his head, closed his

lefl exe and delivered himself of the fol-
lowing wisdom :
Ray, did yon ever try gittin'® what you

g0 aftery”
And that
T

was one uight on the boprder,

‘s oo telling what nmy happen after
May 1. On that date the Canadian GGovern-
ment tukes over the business of distribu-
tion of intoxicants,  But one hottle may be
#uld legally to any obe person in a day.
The case lots business will e ontlawed,
Bat we shall see! They're working mirncles

‘slong the border.

There's mo bews In the statewent that
boose Is gushing Inuto the United States from
Canada all alopg the border. This story
has to do with the New York border and
partienlarly that part of the border streteh
lsg from Fort Covington to Rouses PPoint.
From Fort Covington west, thnt section of
the boundary being the St Lawrence River.
there Is less fetched In becinse It Is more
difficult, more dangerons nnd  slower (o

mnggle the staff across water,

Av has sall, there are about
roads over which whiskey
tween Rouses Polnt and Fort Covington,
The Government officinls admit 11, The
Franklin and Clinton county officials ndmit
it. Pyerybody who cares a little bit for
trnth admits It and in lond unison they de-
mand :

“What of It?
stop 1T

It 1= ahout sevonty milee Trom Renses

TR

fifty
Is smuggled be-

How are you going to

Point ta Tort Covington, Along that far
fivng boitle line the U'nltel Bintes (GGovern
ment maintains abont thivty  customs of

ficers, They admit that about’ one rui
runner in & bundred is captured at ov
within twenty-five miles south of the bor
der.

And it is their guess that the successiul
ninety-nine are not wolested sonth of thai
twenty-five mile lne.  Volstead agents have
come and gone—one as suddenly as the
nther. Two weeks ngo three, assigned to
the Malone sector, were dismissed from the
service after brief sojourn

An entively new brand of onllaw  las
arisen. The writer was assured by county
and Federal ageunts that the sitvution s

worse 1o-day than It bas been, and that 1t
is growing worse. You arrive in the north
conntry to be regaled with storfes that you
scoff ar. It can't be true? It sounds like
the cheap movie serfal, 11 is exuggerated.
Town boosters and resort hotel proprietors
bewnil the sensallonal stories emanating
from the border country, It's bad busi-
ness, Tourists will be frightened away.
Briefly they sare anxious to throtile the
trith, for the truth of the mwatter is that
the hooze smuggling business has developed
into one of the most desperate and vicious
traffles the East has seen,

There are polive records of stories that
sound like ravings,

There's the man who [Wo Years ngo was
a railroad station roustabout enrning a hare
livelihood driving a broken down Ford to
the village hotel. He had but one suit of
clothing, and that a pair of overalls. In
winter he lived by snow shovelling and fur-
nace tending. Three months ago he offered
$150,000 cash for a Lake George hotel, He
drives his own Cadillac to-day.

One of the 8t, Regis Indinns was arrested
for running hooteh from Mooers Forks to
Lake Placld—from depot to depot,

“How did you get in this business®” he
wis asked,

“Me?" he replied. “Oh, me, T buy a bot-
tle of whiskey for 38 and sell him for $7.
Then 1 buy me two botile and =ell him for
double. Pretty quick I have a Ford and T
mnke money pretty fast.”

There are n dozen instances of holduaps of
tonrists, It used to he that the highway-
men posed ax Volsteaders or State police.
They have passed the stage of dissembling
now. One instance will illustrate the whole.

Bandits Block the Roads
To Prey on Rum-Runners

A wan was driving to Montreal in a big
cur—the size and type desived for bootleg-
ging.  With bim wuas his daoughter. Just
above Plattsburg late in the afternoon two
armed men beld up the father and daugh-
ter and told them to dismount. They took
what money the f{ather had—a matter of
$400—took his pame and told bim  he'd
hear from them later. He did. A week
later the ear was locuted in Buffalo, almost
wrecked and abandoned, Several broken
bottles In the lugenge carrler told the story.

It had been used for bootlegging, It had
carried Its conslgnment across the border.

jlayed his tooth insignia amd his member-
ship canl

“Am I town for twoe or
explained to a brathar Eik.
irink ¥

*A brotlwere
utid the stranger
drink,

Having downed the =talf, he pulied hack
his cont und displayved a Volstead hadge,

“Now awhat b yen think of that®" he
=neered.

What his host thought god pat into swords
I= not to he sel down here, He left the
stranger o no doubts amd was thinking of
new ones when the stranger Interrupted :

“Oh, =it tight, 1t's all right. How'd yon
like to buy a case, or say Iwo cises? |
have only two ecases left, aml you're wel-
come to them at 100 a case.  What o you
sS4y to that?”

There was nothing to say except “ves,”
and the trapped man sald it. He had to
buy it. He bought it.

Two nights after the rald on the Mary
Rellly road and its sequel on Bare Hill we
went over into Canada to run the road with
Wilson, McMillan, MeCaffrey and BIlL Me-
Nunghton, The sitnation is different in

“Capada.  The roads are bad and there are
more customs men along the border. Mon-
treal is the great centre of the lguor traf-
fie.  There are about 150 licenssl dispens-
ers of booze In that town, nmd there are
two gowd highways running into It from
the Stutes, For that renson the triangle of
lamil Iying between the American border
and the St Lawrence River, especially that
section thereof lylng west of the Canadian
reach of Lake Champlain and the Richelien
River, i sown with relay stutions, Booze
Is dispensed there amnd made in thosge sta-
tions, In almost all Ipstances they are
Tarms,

The tyro runs great risk of not getting
what he goes after. You drive your car to
the designated farm.  The barn door Is
opened, Tn you go. You are luvited to the

three days,” he
“Could 1 get a

wits the reply.
and drank his

can, [ guess,”
rocelved

house to partake of a snmple slug amd have

o hite to eat. When you return to the barn
your car is pancked with the required nnm-
her of hottles or cases, The gnsolene tank
has been fAlled and you're oll supply replen-
Ished. You are fit for the long drive. It's
n little short of 450 wiles from Fort Cov-
ington or Chateangay, N, Y., to Manhattnn,
You can get your load of booze ten miles
Inslde Canada or even less,

Anyway yon have pald $40 a case for a
medinm brand of youthful Seoteh or 60
for honest staff (staff that Is becoming
rarer and rarer, by the way), You are Just
as lkely as not to arrive in the Stntes with
a eargo of synthetie stufl so freshly labelled
that the paste thereon Is not yet dry, If
you know the game they Jdo oot attempt
fraud, or if you are a member of a certain
ring or ellgne you are treated falely. How
ever, the Canadian farmer I not any more
angelte than his American brother, 1t's p
wife gnine. The buncosd one has no eome
hack. There's no oue upon U\lluﬂe oficial

It was too risky to keep the car in service.y shoulder he may weep.

The bandits went out for another.

And maybe they got itf,

Bandits mve foumd it profitable to block
the rond and wult for rom-runners coming
gouth. The rum-runner §s dragged off his
sent and the boldup men do the rest of the
running. 1t is all clear profit for them.
Nelther the car nor the booze costs them
anything.

All thig has bred the gun toting rum-
runner and the combinations of smugglers
whe enjoy Independent profits but who
have banded together for protection agninst
thelr less daring nnd more desplenble
brothers in outlawry,

Of Volstend men the stories are mnlti-
tadinous, The chances are that many are
quite troe.

From a Government official the writer
learned the following tale, and this one Is
altogether typlenl of the run of them.

It the Flks homwme In o n border town
ame a prosperons wokiog citlzen who dis-

[

We met In Wilson's oflices in the Canadian
cnstoms office morth of Trout River, Me-
Millan svas nursing a bhroised fist,

‘You're late,” grinned Wilson. “MeMil-
lan here's just after administering a gramd
beating to n State pollceman. Yep, n New
York State policeman. At any rate he
wore the badge of one—hoth of them did,
Yes, there wera two, You tell "em Mac"”

But MeMitian declined. He's & whale of
& man, about 60 yenrs old, Every so often
he fares forth Into the habltat of the tough-
est cltizen In his balliwick and doles out to
that citizen a tremendous walloping. The
mornl effect Is wonderful. Thereafter no-
hody seeks to take advantage of old Mac's
goaring years, Te holds forth officially at
Dundee, Quobec, just ncross the border
from Fort Covington.

“Have it your own way, then,” went on
Witson, “McNanghton and MeMillan there
wore ot having a ook nt Napolean Tas-
s furm when along comes a big fellow,

a ackard, with the two

“'Let’s bave a look
Millan,

“it's useless,
‘We have nothing.'

“ust o, says Mae,
you have no lights!

“Well be goin,' then,” replies the lad,
hecanse we're pollcemen.  See here)

“And the lnds display their badges, which
Mae reads with the nid of his lamp. Mar
is mot so willin® that the pair go on, so he
talk= a bit, nmd then sees one of the lads
reach Tor his hip pocket. Old Mae grabs
the lnd by the neck and lets him have the
other st to the chin, and the lad buckles
up. Muae takes the lad’s weapon, gives him
i few morve cuffs amd tosses him Into the
tounenn of the cur,

“UNow he off to the States and  stay
there,” says Mac to the conscious lad. And
that's the last we saw of them, tearin’ for
the border.'

We get forth for Napoleon Bastlan's furm
in two cars. We had not gone more than a
mile when we came abreast of a fine black
colt hitched to a Ught buggy. An enormous
may filled the vehicle, Tt was close to 10
o'clock and the night was hlack.

“Aln't you wfeald bein' on the rond with
the little mare when the speed hoys are
tearin® up and down?" yvelled Wilson,

“No,)" replied the horseman. “I'm driving
acrosg towar] Kensington, where I live
Just bought the eolt.”

McMillan Sees Something
Queer in the Proceedings

“There's something damned queer sbout
that,” grunted MceMillan when the sound
of the colt’s hoofs had died away,  “Queer
time of nlght 1o be drivin’ a colt—a new one
at that. We'll run over Kensington way
after calling on Napoleon.™

Nupoleon asserted that he was ver' ver
gland to see Meester Veelsong, but his eyes
dldn’'t mmteh his tongue,

“Nice mr you had oot in the rond this
morning, Napoleon,” said Wilson,

“It belong 1o my son-ip-law,” explained
Nupoleon,

“Almost as as those two I noticedl
there day before yesterday,” pursued Wil
SOn.

“Omii; they too arve those of the husbands
of my other daughters.”

lads on the seat.
insgide,” says Me-

replies one of the luds

‘und what's more

“Fine, fine; the givls mareied well, didu’t
they "
“Put they nre beautiful girls,” explained

Napoleon with a bow,

“Where's madhime going?" demanded Me-
Millan, suddenly observing that ample lady
waddling toward the barn vin the back
path

“Who can tell ¥ shrugged Napoleon, “She
Is o woman of moods"

"Well, wo shall have n
Wilson.

Wilsom yanked the barn door open, atl
Madnme. having taken care to provide her
self with o heavy wagon spoke, took a
heaithy whoaek st the official's head, Wi
son warded it off with his arm.  Napoleon
leaped to his wife,

*You fool.” he snarled at the envaged Indy
and he snatclwd the spoke.

In the wagon space stood a big Cadilige
tonring car. In the front seat, hearily
sleaping, lay the bushand of one of the
benutiful doughters. Packed ioto the ear
were 480 quarts of whiskey, prs Intming 1t
self by labe! (o be the hest product of the
Dawson distilleries,

Amd stored In Napoleon Bastlan's hay
mows, long #ince hereft of hay, were 240
enses of varfous whiskers - 2990 quarts!

We turned west townrd Kenslngton, afie
tolephoning to five points along the borde
to be on the lookout for two big Stute cars
that had pessed ns [1Kke demons—no [ight=
tmrning and horns sqnawking ke wscared
thing=.

Near Ta Farge's Cornpra we logated the
bk colt and lis owner, The latler wax

look.” decided

Continued on Fyih Faga




